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CCF WA Member Downer’s road 
surfacing material Reconophalt, which 
incorporates recycled soft plastics, has 
been recently approved for use by the 
NSW Environment Protection Authority, 
proving that Reconophalt brings no 
increased environmental risk while 
providing considerable sustainability and 
performance benefits.

Reconophalt is Australia's first asphalt 
product that can contain high recycled 
content from materials such as soft 
plastics collected in supermarkets, toner 
from used printer cartridges, waste glass 
that is destined for landfill and reclaimed 
asphalt pavement from end-of-life roads.

In Western Australia, the City of 
Cockburn was the first local government 
to use Reconophalt. Cecilia and Skerne 
Lanes in Frasers Property Australia’s 
masterplanned waterfront community, 
Port Coogee, were sealed with 750 sqm 

of Reconophalt made from 40,000 plastic 
bags, 900 toner cartridges, 210 kg of 
crumb rubber from car tyres, and seven 
tonnes of recycled asphalt pavement. The 
Reconophalt was installed by CCF WA 
Member Densford Civil.

Downer Reconophalt product will be 
used to build roads for Stockland’s 
Whiteman Edge’s new stages, 31 and 32 
in a collaboration with the City of Swan.

Stockland General Manager WA 
Residential Col Dutton said the trial 
of Downer’s Reconophalt product at 
Whiteman Edge is part of Stockland’s 
long-term, national sustainability strategy.

City of Swan Asset Works Coordinator 
Jamie Hogan said the City of Swan were 
happy to participate in the trial and are 
looking forward to completing more 
sustainability initiatives with Stockland in 
the future.

“The City is committed to the ongoing 
goal of making our council more 
sustainable and environmentally friendly. 
This trial is set to divert a significant 
amount of litter and waste, that would 
normally find itself in landfill, so we were 
very happy for Stockland to utilise this 
asphalt in their latest stages at Whiteman 
Edge,” Mr Hogan said.

The City of Joondalup has also used 
Reconophalt to resurface a section of 
Arnisdale Road in Duncraig.

Joondalup Mayor Albert Jacob said as an 
innovative local government, the City was 
excited to incorporate Reconophalt into 
its operations. 

The Town of East Fremantle is another 
local government authority that 
appreciates Reconophalt’s environmental 
benefits, recently using it to resurface 
Riverside Drive (see photo).

Downer’s Reconophalt boosting 
sustainability and performance

SUSTAINABILITY

Researcher Geoff Cooper from Foundations Research said there 
is a need for the construction industry to use recycled rather than 
virgin construction materials.

“The construction industry is wasting cheaper, safer and 
environmentally friendly supplies that are available right now,” he 
said. “There are increasing stockpiles of construction waste in WA 
that can be reused in projects as fill, road base and landscaping.”

The results of the survey that closed in June show that 2 in 5 
respondents were not able to identify any projects where they 
were aware of recycled products construction being used.

Co-researcher, Mr David Beyer from ActiveSustainability, said that 
there are many fit for purpose applications where contractors 
could reuse recycled materials.

“The survey revealed numerous case studies of where recycled 
materials have been reused successfully in WA – from Margaret 
River to the Vale to the CBD,” said Mr Beyer. “We want to increase 
the awareness of the recycling of sand, soil, bricks, tiles and pavers 
– as well as materials such as plastics, metal, timber, and rock and 
stone.”

“Our survey showed a thirst for more information on recycled 
materials. Positively, our survey found that 71% of respondents are 
very likely to or will definitely use recycled construction materials 
in future projects. “We will be putting together a freely available 
industry guide for release in July that will assist buyers of recycled 
waste in Western Australia.”

The survey was circulated between April and June 2020 to 
industry and government participants by key industry associations 
and institutes. 68 responses were received from developers, 
builders, engineers, landscape architects, environmental 
consultants, and civil contractors.

A full copy of the report is available upon request – email: 
gcooper@iinet.net.au.

Active Sustainability and Foundation Research acknowledge the 
funding and support from the Waste Authority through the Community 
and Industry Engagement program (CIE) for this research project to 
tackle perceived impediments to recycling of construction materials 
in WA. It aims to reduce stockpiles and to encourage construction 
industry recycling to achieve the WA Government’s Waste Strategy 
2030 ‘Recover’ objective target to increase material recovery and reuse 
to 75% by 2025. Enquiries: Mr Geoff Cooper 0406 893 955 / Mr 
David Beyer 0407 427 927

Expanding reuse 
opportunities for 
recycled construction 
materials
New survey results show that 3 in 5 construction 
industry practitioners have no, limited, or only some 
understanding of recovered or recycled materials 
available in WA.
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ADVICE AND SUPPORT YOU CAN TRUST

TRANSFORM CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS 
INTO REUSABLE MATERIAL IN ONE-STEP 

1.   ALLU transforms your 
   base machine into a mobile processing plant

2.    ALLU’s one cycle takes less than 1 minute*

3.   ALLU transforms waste into useable material for road 
construction or landscaping

4.   ALLU’s efficiency reduces transportation and landfill 
costs

But do not just take our word for it, BOOK a FREE DEMO 
and see the benefits of ALLU Transformer for yourself today. 

ALLU Transformers are purpose built hydraulic attachments 
for efficient material processing by reducing the number of 
process steps needed and transforming waste into useable 
material. 

Versatile ALLU Transformer will process just about anything. 
Wet or dry. And with one ALLU you can produce 
multiple fragment sizes, with 
various blade and drum 
configurations.

*) ALLU DH3-17 TS35 with standard TS blades attached to CAT 336

1300 921 498

sales@trswa.com.au

totalrockbreaking.com.au
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